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About this document

This document summarises the attendance responsibilities for parents, schools,
academy trusts and governing bodies, and local authorities which are outlined in the
Working together to improve school attendance guidance.

This is guidance from the Department for Education (DfE). This guidance is non-
statutory, and has been produced to help schools, trusts, governing bodies, and local
authorities maintain high levels of school attendance. Following public consultation earlier
this year, and subject to Parliament, the Secretary of State has committed to this
guidance becoming statutory when parliamentary time allows (this will be no sooner than
September 2023).

The guidance should be read alongside the statutory guidance documents on parental
responsibility measures, children missing education, supporting pupils at school with
medical conditions, suspensions and exclusions, alternative provision, and safeguarding.



‘00110e1d aAoayd
aleys 0} eaJe 8y} Ul S|o0YoS
[|e 1o} senunuoddo JayO

"90IApE
pue sauanb yym poddns
ueo oym wes| poddng
aouepuapy |0oyos ay)

ul }0BjU09 JO Julod paweu
B U}IM |OOYOS Yyoes apinoid

‘@ouepus)je 0} sialleq
apIM-BaJe SA0WA. 0}

BaJe JIay} Ul S|ooy9s ||e yim
SyJom jey) wesa] Joddng
aouepua)ly |00YydS e aneH

"S9JIAISS [I2UNOD
aulIjjuoly [|e JO Sno0y) Aoy e
}l ©ewW pue eale 8j0ym ay)
Joj 8duepuaje buinoidwi 0y
yoeoudde oibajesis e aneH

"gouepua)e
uo Bululel aAI28l JJe)S |00YoS ainsug

‘'salnp Alojnjels pue suolejoadxs
[I}In} S1epes| |00yos ainsugy

'saInynd

|[O0YOS 9|0yM }8S 0} S1opead| Yjim
Jayjabo) ylom pue ‘eouepuspe asiioud
0} (s)jooyos Jieyy poddns ‘quawanoiduw
9ouEBpuUS}Ie Ul 8|04 BAIJOB Ue a)e |

‘@ouepuaye
Buinoidwi pue Buluoidweyo
Jo} Ajjiqisuodsal [|eJano yim
Japes| Jojuss pajedlpap e aneH

"gouasge dn moj|o}
0] sessao0.4d Ajiep 1SnqoJ aAeH

‘sJ9)sibal eouepusye pue
uolissiwpe 9)8|dwod Ajjeindoy

"gouepuaye poob Jo syjeuaq
ay) sejowo.d 1ey) ainynd |ooyos
sjoym e uiejuiew pue dojaasq

‘puejsiapun
sjualed pue s|idnd ‘yeis ||e yoiym
a)Isgem |ooyas ay} uo Aajjod
aouepua)je |[00YOS Jed|o B dABH

‘9|qissod aiaym Aep |jooyos
a8y} punoJe sjuswijuiodde
|[eaipaw Aue yoog

"90UBApE Ul 0S Op pue
S90UEB)ISWNOIO [euondeoxs ul
@ouasqe Jo aAeg| }senbal AluQ

‘(ssauxals "69)

juasqe Ajpajoadxaun aq 0}
sey p|Iyo Jivy} uaym s|qissod
Se uoOoS se |00yos ay} AJlION

‘sal|dde uoseal

Aiojnjels e uaym jdaoxa
uado s| jooyas ay) Aep Aians
Spuaye p[Iyo Jivy}) ainsug

:0} pajoadxa
ale saljLoyine |es0]

:0} pajoadxa aJe salpoq
Buluianob pue sadjsni) Awapesy

:0} pajoadxa ate sjooyosg

:0} pajoadxa ale sjuaied

sidnd ||y



‘'slaupied pue |[ooyos

3y} YlIMm MJom 0} anunuod ‘Ajuoyine
|B20| 8y} JO 8pIsino si Jauonoeld

pes| ay} a1ayp\\ “pes) 0} padeld }saq
S| 82IAI8S Ajluoyine |eoQ) e jey) aalbe
slauyped |le aiaym Jauonjoeld pes)
ay}] 8pINOId “SJduped Jay)o pue |[00yos
ay} yym uoya Aouabe-inw ayj ul Jed
aANloe ue 9ye] "ejelidoldde aseym
juswissasse djay Aluesa Aiejunjoa

e 9jeyl|1oe} ‘sisisiad anssi auyy |

‘aoue)sul
1841} 8Y} Ul paau Aay) SaoINI8S

0} SS820E YlIM Ajlwe} J1Isy) pue

[idnd paijuapl yoes apinoid ‘sialieq
|[O0YIS JO JNO BJe 818y} aIaypn

"0S
Buiwooaq Jo }su je 1o Juasqge AjoIanas
Jo Apuassisiad ase oym sjidnd o}
S92IAIBS 0] SS820e apinoid Jo 1sodubis
pue ssnasip ‘Ajipuspl 0] |Jooyos

AJ1BAS y)m uoljBeSIBAU0D Ajwla) e pjoH

"}l pP9BU Oym

sidnd ay} uo poddns snooj
sJapea| [ooyds djay pue ejep
aouepuaje mainal Ajueinboay

‘siauped pue Ajuoyine

|BOO| BY} YIIM YJOM O} SNURUOI ‘|00YIS
3y} JO apIsIno sI Jsuonioeld pes)

ay) aJayp) "991nI8s pes) paoeld 1sa(q
ay) sI |ooyos ay) jey) aalbe sisuped
[le alaym Jauonioeld pes| ay) se

10V "sJauped Jay)o pue Ajuoyine |eoo)
ay} yum poya Aousbe-inw ayy ul ued
9AI0B Ue 9Ye) ‘s)sisiad anssi ay} J

"@oue)sul sy
ay) Ul S82IAIBS palinbal Aue 0} ssedoe
uoddns pue jsodubis ‘painuapl

ale sialleq |[00yos JO N0 BIBYAA

‘aouepusye
0} sJalleq |jooyos-ul Aue Buipnjoul
‘90UasQe 10} suoseal 8y} ssalppe

pue puejsiapun 0} sjualed J18y)
pue |idnd payiuapl Yyoes Yim 30N

‘@ouepua)e J0od Jo ysu je
s|idnd Ajinuspl 0} ejep asn AjAjoeold

‘uoddns |ewuo} aiow
1o} paau ayj juanald

0] paJayo uoddns ay)
yyum abebua Ajpaijoeold

‘@ouepuane
0] sJauleq s, pjiyo Jisy)
puejsiapun way} djay
0} Ajuoyine |eao| pue
[O0Y3S SY} UM HIOAA

:0} pajoadxa aJe saluoyne [es0

10} pajoadxa
ale salpoq Buiuianob
pue saajsnu) Awapesy

:0} pajoadxa aie sjooyss

:0}
pajoadxa ale sjuaied

juasqe Ajjuajsisiad Buiwoosaq Jo ¥ysu je sjidng




‘(Josal }se| e se uonnoasoud
Buipnjoul) uonuaAis}ul

|[eba] ybnouy) aouepusye
aoJojus ‘sjendoidde 1o

yum pabebus Buleq ‘Buijiom
Jou sI poddns alaypn

‘sJjouned

Buipsenbajes Aioinyels

JBY)0O pue S82IAISS 8Jed |elo0s
S,uUalp|Iyo |00Yyas ay} usamjaq
Buyiom julol ainsus ‘suiaduod
Buipienbajes aie aiay) aiaypn

"SI9pIO

uolsinledns uoneonpa pue
sjoeajuo9o Bunualed Buipnjoul
suondo poddns jewloy apiaoud
0} |ooyds 8y} ypm Ajpuiol siopn

:pue jJuasqge Apusjsisiad
Buiwooaq Jo ysu je sjidnd
Joj se yoddns panunuo)

"}l paau oym

sidnd ay} uo uoddns
snooj siapes| jooyos djay
pue ejep aosuepuane
MaINBIL Aueinbay

‘'sbuljqis Aue Jo sjooyos
ay)} pue papusje Ajsnoinaid sjooyos se yons
‘eale [BO0| 8yj Ul S|O0YIS JaYj0 UM YIOAA

"2Jeo |eloos
s.ualp|iyo Aioiniels ybnouyy poddns Ajisusiul
‘sulaou0d Buipienbajes ale aiay) aisypn

‘uonuaAaul [eba] uo Aloyine
[B20] 8y} YiIM MHJom ‘ejelidoisdde 10 yym
pabebua Buiaq ‘Buiyiom jou si poddns aisypn

"84n}Nn} Ul UOIUBAIBUI

|eba| Joj peau |enusjod ay) Jnoge Jes|o aq
pue sjuaied Y}IM SUOIJESISAUOD |eWJO) 810w
p|oy ‘Juswabebus Jo Moe| e S| alay} a1aypn

‘'slauped yym Bujiom sapnjoul

siy} Auessadou a1ayp) “sialieq Aue aaowal
0} aoe|d ul pyoddns pajabie) |euonippe

ind ‘Jua)sisiad sawo0oaq aouasqge aIayp

:pue Juasqge Ajjuajsisiad Buiwoossaq
JO ¥ysu je s|idnd Joy se poddns panunuo)

‘uonuaniaul [ebs) 1oy

paau ay) Juaaalid oy ueid djay
Ajyea Aiejun|oA 10 joesjuod
Bunuaied Aue Buipnjoul

— paJayo uoddns jewuoy

ayl yum abebua AjpAaijoeold

"@ouepus)je o} siauleq

S, p|IYd 418y} puelsiapun

way} djay 03 Alioyine

|EOO| pue |00y9S 8y} YIM YIOAA

:0} pajoadxa
ale saljLoyine |es07]

:0) pajoadxa
ale salpoq Buiuianob
pue saajsnu) Awapeosy

:0} pajoadxa ase sjooyss

:0} pajoadxa ale sjuaied

sjidnd juasqge Ajjualsisiad




‘'sue|d uonosjold pjiyo pue pasu

Ul uaJpjiyo ojul 8duepuale buipjing
pUB JUBWISSASSE aJed |BID0S S,Ualp|Iyo
[|n} B BudonNpuoo apnjoul pjNoo

sIy} ‘ejelndousdde alsayp) “siauped
Buipsenbajes Alojniels Jayjo pue
S9IIAISS 81D |BID0S S,UdIp|IYo ‘|00yos
ay) usamiaq Bunyiom juiol Bulnsua
‘sanssi buipienbajes |enusjod

Aue Jo snoIosuo9 Ajjeloadss ag

‘uoisinold jeuoneonpa

JO w0} 8Aljeuss)je Jo ‘ueld aled pue
yjjeay ‘uoieonpa ue 10} UoljeJapIsuod
‘ueld Ajlwey sjoym e apnjoul

Aew siy| -poddns oy Ayuond doy sy
dnoub siy) 8jew pjnoys SaolAIes ||

:pue s|idnd jussqe
Apusjsisiad Joy se poddns panuiuo)

"}l peau oym sjidnd
8y} uo poddns snooy
sJapes| |jooyas djay
pue ejep aosuepuaje
Mmalinal Aueinbay

‘Aluoyine |Bo0| 8y} yum sjidnd jussqe
AidJ1anas ||e Jo) yoeoudde juiol e aalby

:pue s|idnd jusasqe
Ajussisiad Joj se poddns panuiuo)

‘uonuaniaul [ebs) 1oy

paau ay) Juaaalid oy ueid djay
Ajyea Aiejun|oA 10 joesjuod
Bunuaied Aue Buipnjoul

— paJayo uoddns jewuoy

ayl yum abebua AjpAaijoeold

"@ouepus)je o} siauleq
S,p|IYd 418y} puelsiapun

way} djay 03 Alioyine

|EOO| pue |00y9S 8y} YIM YIOAA

:0} pajoadxa aJe salnuoyne [es0

:0) pajoadxa
ale salpoq Buiuianob
pue saajsnu) Awapeosy

:0} pajoadxa aie sjooyosg

:0} pajoadxa aJe sjualed

sjidnd juasqe Ajo1aAag




"‘9ouUepus)je 0} sislleq UoWWod
aJle alay) a1aym aonoeld aA1josyd
aleys 0} Ajoyine |eo0| 8y} pue eale
S|00UDS |BOO| 8Y} Ul S|O0YDS 18Yl0 YHM YIOAA
snoJawnu 1oedwi Aay)
alaym sliallleq aouepuasye ‘way}
apIM Bale yoo|qun pue| ‘) paau oym sjidnd ay} uo poddns Woddns 03 saibajesis dojpasp pue
uoddns asnuoud o) ejep SNoo} slapes| jooyos djgay pue aouepuslje MO| ‘JO YSU Je J0 ‘YIm
aduepuaye |eoo| Moel] | ejep adsuepuaje malral Alueinbay | Spoyoo Ajljuapl 0] elep ash AjaAljoeold ‘g|qeolidde jJoN
:0} pajoadxa :0} pajoadxa aue salpoq
ale sanjuoyine |eso] | Buiuianob pue sasjsni) Awapeosy :0) pajoadxa ase s|jooyss :0} pajoadxa ale sjuaied

s19ad 119y} ueyj} aosuepualle 1oamo| ym sjidnd jo sjuoyod uoj poddng




"SaljlIoyine [eoo)
yum pue sbunssw Apoq Buiuianob
pue pJeoq je buipnjoul ‘sdnoib
‘uoneonps a|gelins yons 1o} ejep Joyuow Auenbay

B 9AI9084 8SIMIBY)0

JOU p|NOM suoseal
yjjeay Jo asnedaq oym
abe |ooyos Aios|indwoo
JO ualp|Iyo Joj pabuele
sl ‘uoisinold aAljeuls)e
Se Yyons ‘uoneasnpa ‘pessad0e SI
a|gelins aJnsug dDOH3 s idnd ayj ul paulno uoisiaold

ay} buunsus ‘s|qeoidde I pue

ue|d aJedyjjeay |enpIAIpul Ue Se yons
‘sjuswsnipe pue poddns jeuonippe ‘patayo uoddns
aoe|d ul nd ‘padinbal alaym pue ayl yym abebua Ajpaijoeold
uoddns [elojsed yum dn uiol ainsug

‘sjedlajal Alswiy
Buew ‘sisuped |euls)xe pue SadIAISS
JapIim woJy yoddns |euolippe Japisuo)

‘sal|lwey Joy yoddns dn
paulol ainsus 0] ‘S8JIAIeS
yjjeay |ejusw pue
‘sysibojoyoAsd jeuoneonpa

‘spaau |euoneasnpa "@ouepuale 0} siallleq
|eloads ajdwexa| ‘) paau oym s|idnd ay} uo uoddns ‘@ouepua)le asiwixew 0} syualed S.pP|Iyd JIvy) puejsiapun
Jo} ‘siauped pue sadlAIeS Snooj slapes| jooyos djpy pue| pue sjidnd yym ylom pue asuepusjie way) djay 03 Ajuoyine
ueAajal yum Ajosojo YIOAN|  Blep aduepuslie malnal Ajueinbay JOJ uoniquie swes ay} UlejuIB|\ | [BO0]| pue |00YOS ay} YIM YIOAA
:0} pajoadxa :0} pajoadxa aue salpoq
ale sanjuoyine |eso] | Buiuianob pue sasjsni) Awapeosy :0) pajoadxa ase s|jooyss :0} pajoadxa ale sjuaied

aouepuajie sood yim NIS 10 suoljipuod jeaipaw yiim sjidnd 10} Juoddng




ol

“Ja)e paxoo| Ajsnoinaid
s|idnd Buiioddns

S92IAJ8S 89S0y} 0}
aouepuaje Jo aouenodwl
ay} 1noge asuepinb pue
a2IApe apirnoad pue jualed
9)e10d109 Jiay} se ualp|iyo
J8)je-pay 00| JO aouepuslie
Je|nbal ainoag

"UaIp|IYo Jaye-payoo]

Jo} sued uoneonpa ‘patayo uoddns

|[euosiad aoe|d ul Ind ayl yym abebua Ajpaijoeold

‘eale J1ay) *19)s160. "‘@ouepus)je 0} siauleq

Ul JO)IOM |BI00S B YUM | "3 paau oym sjidnd sy} uo poddns 3y} WoJ} pajsjap aq 0} SI aweu Jiay} S p|Iyd J1|y) puelsiapun

uaJp|iyo Jo aduepusjie SNo0j siepes| jooyos djay pue| JI pue sedussqge paulejdxaun Aue aie way) djay 03 Ajuoyine

ay} Joyuow Apeinbay| ejep aduepusape malnal Ajueinbay | a1ay) JI JoxIom |e100s s |idnd 8y} wiou| | |BOO| pue [00YIS 8Y} YIIM YIOAN
:0} pajoadxa :0} pajoadxa aue salpoq

ale sanjuoyine |eso] | Buiuianob pue sasjsni) Awapeosy :0) pajoadxa ase s|jooyss :0} pajoadxa ale sjuaied

J9)4oMm |e1o0s e yiim sjidnd 10} Jioddng




Ll

‘uoljoelaul
Jejnbau jo ped se spoys
Ajuoyine |ea0| siojuow

dnoig suoibay 3iq

‘'suolnoadsul

JO Led se suoyse salpoq

Buiuianob siapisuod palsjO bunjew
uoIsIoap Jo Jed se aouepualie

uo suoyd Ssisni} Awaspeoe

[}INW sJapisuod dnous) suoibay Jiq

'sjooyos uoddns pue

BJEep 9ouepuajje Malnal AjJeinbal sysnuy
Awapeoe-ijny\ “suonodadsul jo ued

se aouepuaye ybiy uieysns 1o aroidwi
0] S1I0JJ8 ,S|00YDS SISPISU0D PalsiO

"‘@ouepusye
S,p|1yd 418y} uo sjyusied
ajepdn Ajenbal sjooyos

:saljlIoyjne [e20]

:salpoq
Buluianob pue saajsni} Awapeosy

:s|ooyog

:sjualed

Buliojiuo




Department
for Education

© Crown copyright 2022

This publication (not including logos) is licensed under the terms of the Open
Government Licence v3.0 except where otherwise stated. Where we have identified any
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visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3
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