
YEAR R-1 ENGLISH SPINE CYCLE B 

CYCLE B Term 1 - Autumn Term 2 - Autumn 

English 
Writing 
Texts 
Class 1 

 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears  

by Susanna Davidson 
(6-7 weeks) 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Stick Man 
by Julia Donaldson 

(6-7 weeks) 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Genre: Story writing 
Outcomes: Narrative – sequencing and 
re-telling the story 
 

Genre: Non-Fiction - Instructions 
Outcomes: How to make a jam 
sandwich 
 

Genre: Story writing 
Outcome: Narrative – re-telling the 
story 
 

Genre: Non-Fiction - Description 
Outcomes: Lost poster 

Themes: Respecting others’ property, personal boundaries, curiosity, moderation Themes: Identity, belonging, family, perseverance, adaptability, adventure 

Whole 
Class 
Reading 
Texts 
Class 1 
 

The Snowman 
by Raymond Briggs 

 
 
 

 

 
Text type: Heritage Literature 
Themes: Friendship and adventure, 
magic of Christmas, transience and loss 
 

Stick Man 
by Julia Donaldson 

 
 

 
 
 

Text type: Children’s Fiction 
Themes: Identity, belonging, family, 
perseverance, adaptability, adventure  

 
Whatever Next! 

by Jill Murphy 
 
 
 
 

Text type: Contemporary Fiction 
Themes: Friendship, problem-solving, cultural awareness, language and 
literacy 
 

Class 
Reads: 
reading for 
pleasure 
and 
purpose 

Daily read, book chosen through a class vote. 
Themes: Julia Donaldson and Harvest 
Titles will include The Gruffalo, The Gruffalo’s 
Child and other Julia Donaldson stories, The 
Runaway Pea and others from the series. 
 
 

Daily read, book chosen through a class vote. 
Themes: Julia Donaldson and Christmas 
Titles will include a number of Julia 
Donaldson books and a selection of 
books about Christmas experiences. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CYCLE B Term 3 - spring Term 4 - spring 

English 
Writing 
Texts 
Class 1 

 
A Tree For Everyone 

by Kathy Urban 
(6-7 weeks) 

 
 
 

 

 
Jack and the Beanstalk  

Favourite Tales 
(6-7 weeks) 

 
 

 
 

 

Genre: Story writing 
Outcomes: Narrative – sequencing and 
re-telling the story 
 

Genre: Non-Fiction - non-chronological 
report 
Outcomes: Report about the tree house 
 

Genre: Story writing 
Outcome: Narrative, changing the 
beanstalk to a sunflower 

Genre: Non-fiction – Letter Writing 
Outcomes: A Letter from Jack 
 

Themes: Kindness, relationships, teamwork, cooperation, empathy, understanding Themes: Risks, rewards, greed vs. necessity, social class 

Whole 
Class 
Reading 
Texts 
Class 1 

 
The Gingerbread 

Man 
Flip-up Fairy Tales 

 
 
 

 
Text type: Heritage Fiction 
Themes: Resilience, freedom, the 
consequences of one's actions 

 
Little people, Big 

dreams: 
David Attenborough 

by Maria Isabel 
Sanchez Vegara 

 
 
Text type: Non-Fiction - Biography 
Themes: empathy, hope, conservation, 
pioneers & leaders  
 

  
Mama Panya’s Pancakes 

By Mary and Rich Chamberlain 
 
 

 
 
 
Text type: Stories from Other Cultures (Kenya)  
Themes: Community, sharing, cultural celebration, generosity 
 

Class 
Reads: 
reading for 
pleasure 
and 
purpose 

Daily read, book chosen through a class vote. 
Themes: Nature 
Titles will include The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar and Owl 
Babies. 
  

 
 
 
 

Daily read, book chosen through a class vote. 
Themes: Fairy Tales 
Titles will include classic fairy 
tales such as: Sleeping Beauty, 
Little Red Riding Hood and The 
Ugly Duckling. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mar%C3%ADa-Isabel-S%C3%A1nchez-Vegara/e/B07F9YHNT8/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mar%C3%ADa-Isabel-S%C3%A1nchez-Vegara/e/B07F9YHNT8/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


CYCLE B Term 5 - summer Term 6 - summer 

English 
Writing 
Texts 
Class 1 

 
One Little Seed 
by Becky Davies 

(6-7 weeks) 
 

 

 
The Lion Inside 

by Rachel Bright and Jim Field 
(3-4 weeks) 

 
 

 

Genre: Story writing 
Outcome:  Narrative - changing the 
seed type and the end flower/fruit 

Genre: Non-fiction - Explanation Text 
Outcome: Labelled diagram and 
explanation of the life cycle of an insect 

Genre: Non-fiction - Recount 
Outcome: Recount of a class trip 

 

Genre: Story writing 
Outcome:  Narrative - changing the 
characters of the story 

Themes: Resilience, adaptation & growth, perseverance, gardeners & caretakers of 
the world 

Themes: Courage, friendship, inner strength, self-confidence 
 

Whole 
Class 
Reading 
Texts  
Class 1 

 
Handa’s Surprise 
by Eileen Browne 

 
 
 
 
Text type: Stories from Other Cultures 
(Kenya) 
Themes: Kindness, sharing, surprise, 
friendships, cultural awareness 

 
The Lion Inside 

by Rachel Bright and 
Jim Field 

 
 

 
Text type: Contemporary Fiction 
Themes: Courage, friendship, inner 
strength, self-confidence 
 

 
Lost and Found 
by Oliver Jeffers 

 
 

 
 
Text type: Contemporary Fiction 
Themes: Friendship and connection, loss and reflection, hope, resilience  

 
 

Class 
Reads: 
reading for 
pleasure 
and 
purpose 

Daily read, book chosen through a class vote. 
Themes: Sealife and polar regions  
Titles will include sea life books 
such as The Snail and the Whale 
and stories about penguins and 
other animals from polar regions. 
 

 
 

 

Daily read, book chosen through a class vote. 
Themes: Seasonal Change  
Titles will include seasonal books 
such as The Leaf Thief and other 
stories by Alice Hemming including 
the season we are in (summer) and 
looking back to seasons we’ve 
experienced this year which will 
coming round again. 
 
 

 


